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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

In reply to the Office Action mailed April 21, 2004, the period for response having 
been extended to October 21 . 2004 by a request for extension of three months and fee 
payment filed concurrently herewith, please amend the above-identified application as 
follows: 

Amendments to the Specification are included in this paper. 
Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims in this paper. 
Amendments to the Drawings are included in the attached replacement 
drawing sheets. The amendments are discussed in the Remarks section of this paper. 
Remarks/Arguments follow the amendment sections of this paper. 
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SubsecUon (b) of 35 U.S.C. § 132. effecUve on May 29. 2000 
provides for continued examination of a utility or plant application 
filed on or after June 8. 1995. 
See The American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 (AlPA) 



Application Number 09/651.323 



Filing Date: August 31. 2000 



First Named Inventor: Oscar Lee AVANT 



Group Art Unit: 2876 



Examiner Ahshik KIM 



Attorney Docket Number 08049.0010-00000 



Attorney Customer Number: 22,852 



This is a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 C.F.R. § 1.114 of the above -Identified application. 

Note: 37 C.F.R. § 1 .114 is effective on May 29, 2000. ff the above^dentified application was filed prior to May 29. 2000, applicant may wish to consider filing a 
continued prosecution application (CPA) under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .53<d) instead of a RCE to be eligibte for patent term adjustment provisions of the AtPA. See 
"Changes to Application Examination and Provisional Apptication Practice.' Interim Ride. 65 Fed Reg. 14S65 (Marcti 20. 2000). Off. Gaz. Pal. Ofnce 47 (April 

1 1 . 2000). which esiabSshed RCE practice. 



Submission required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.114: 

a. □ Previously submitted 

I. □ Consider the amendment{s)/repiy after final under 37 C.F.R. §1.116 previously filed on fPatel 

ii. □ Consider the arguments in the Appeal Brief of Reply Brief previously filed on FPatel . 

ilL □ Other 

b. IS Enclosed: 

i. ^ Preliminary Amendment 

ii. □ Affidavit(s)/Declaration(s) 

Hi. IS Information Disclosure Statement 

iv. B Other Petition for 3-Month Extension of Time 

Miscellaneous 

a. □ Suspensbn of action on the above-mentioned application Is requested under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .103(c) for a period of 

fnurnberl months. (Period of suspension shall not exceed 3 months; fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(i) required.) 

b. □ Other 



3. Fees 

a. ^ The filing fee Is calculated as follows: 

i. H $790.00 RCE fee required under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .1 7(e) 

ii. El Petition for extension of time for (3 Months) $980.00 

iii. □ Other 



b. 13 Check in the amount of $1770.00 enclosed. 



c. ^ The Commissioner is authorized to charge any deficiencies in the filing fees, or credit any overpayments to Deposit 
Account No. 06-0916. 



Signature of Applicant, Attorney, or Agent Required 



Name: Jill E. DeMel 




Reg. No.; 42,477 



Signature: 



Certlficato of Mailing or Transmisston 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to Convnissioner for Patents. 
BOX RCE. Washingtof). D.C. 20231 . or facsimile transmitted to the U.S. Patent and Trademartt Office on: [Datej 



Name: [Text] 



Signature: 



Date: 
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USPTO to process) an application. Confidemialrty is governed by 35 U.S.C. 1^ and CFR ViA.j^nis^ depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed ap^ication ™J^f. ^^^^^^^ to the Chief Infomiation Officer. U.S. Patent 
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and Trademark Office. U.S. Department of Commerce. P.O. Box j^^O flexandna. VA^3 U^^^^^^^ DO NO btNU 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents. P-O, Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. 
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